That the day fixed upon by this calculation is not the natural day, but only the most probable day of confinement;
and that, in consequence of its variations, it is better to avoid predicting any day, but to predict the occurrence of childbirth in a week of which the said 278th day is the middle, or very nearly so.
Since these conclusions were published in 1854, there has been considerable discussion of the subject both at home and abroad; and there can be no doubt that there is a general tendency among scientific inquirers to advance in the direction which I followed,?that is, tending to show that the average duration of pregnancy is shorter than older authors generally supposed.
Many still very erroneously write, and, to a great extent, fig. 1 If my method of calculating were perfect* of its kind, the figure would have no black and white. In order to recognise how it would then stand, the student must not merely erase the black and white parts, and put the gray in their place. The white or blank represents excess, and white must be simply erased?the white parts entirely removed from the figure. But black represents defect; black parts, therefore, are not simply erased or removed from the figure, but the black is erased, and the general gray colour put in its place. The figure, as it then would be, gives the correct amount of error?the inevi- Naegele's plan is to fix upon the seventh day from the first of the last menstrual period, and to predict the same day of the third next month, counting backwards.
Ahlfeld's plan seems to be to fix upon the seventh or eighth day from the beginning of menstruation as the day of conception, and to add 271 days.
Before concluding, it is necessary not to omit mention
